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Today’s Show: 3:30 PM to 4:40 PM  
 
-- 
 
Today on The Jay Doherty Podcast: 
 
The President’s groundless voter fraud claims continue, striking, at least recently, a relatively 
new division within the Grand Old Party which his staffers and loyalists are scrambling to 
defend. We are going to start with some fascinating media news as we did last time, and then 
we will explore the interesting trend occurring in The White House these days: as the 
President’s voter fraud claims become more animated, so does the intensity with which his 
relevance fizzles. A fact check of Trump’s voter fraud claims and how he’s acting on them is 
next.  
 
Also, Coronavirus numbers influx once again around the country. The latest numbers, words 
from the CDC, and analysis of the incoming administration’s plan to deal with the virus, along 
with details about the new vaccine and its competitive market; next on episode 138 of The Jay 
Doherty Podcast.  
 
-- 
 

QUOTE OF THE DAY: 
 
New segment… The quote of the day happens every episode and may or may not carry a 
connection to the contents of this episode, but will certainly have been relevant at some point.  
 
Today’s quote: 
 
“All issues are political issues, and politics itself is a mass of lies, evasions, folly, hatred and 
schizophrenia.”  

- George Orwell 
 
 

THE POLITICS THAT SHAPE(D) TV RATINGS 
 
For the first part of this episode, we will work backwards for reasons that will soon become 
clear.  
 
Of course, the two things President Trump has quite the passion for are: marketing and ratings; 
two things all media executives and advertising agencies either have a deep passion for -- 
and/or stress incessantly about. The latter of the President’s two passions (ratings) has been 
quite the subject of contention, based on, once again, a lack of evidence from the President; a 
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theme you will see throughout this episode. It feels like ages ago but on November 12, the 
President tweeted… [tweet]. We will circle back to that tweet momentarily but….  
 
First, I would like to say that Fox News has actually had the best prime time ratings 
consistently, quarter after quarter, during many, if not all, of the days leading up to the election 
and on election night… and they’ve led very consistently ahead of CNN and MSNBC in prime 
time hours during much of Trump’s administration and on election night. 
 
 In fact, as you may remember, last episode, I talked about a deadline article about how Fox 
broke a record for TV ratings during election night coverage and what I like to call state-calling 
periods where they dominated every network there was. Nellie Andreeva, the co-editor in 
Chief of TV at Deadline wrote a fantastic and very easy-to-understand article saying: 
 
Fox News’ primetime coverage of Election Night 2020 topped all television networks and set a 
record for the most-watched Election Night coverage in cable news history. FNC’s primetime 
coverage averaged 13.7 million total viewers and nearly 5 million in the 25-54 demographic, 
beating ABC, NBC, CBS and all cable news networks in both. 
 
Remember when ratings used to be an insiders game that media freaks like me and maybe you 
would follow? That is no longer the case because Fox’s Brian Flood published a piece bragging 
for -- and about -- the network’s achievements… perhaps this is a common thing but it was very 
ironic to see the braggadocious spirit of ratings-measured success brought to the mainstream, 
so to speak… link here.  
 
So, if they’re popular… why don’t people like them? Ah, the age old question that has plagued 
humanity since the dawn of social hierarchies is alas very different with the constructs 
surrounding money and media interfering with the answer. The genesis of Trump’s newfound 
hatred for Fox News was their election night decision to call Arizona earlier than any of the 
other networks on election night, which caused, as you may remember, the following chants 
captured by MSNBC’s Gadi Schwartz and lots of other backlash captured in the aftermath of 
Fox’s Arizona call… SCHWARTZ 1 
 
A more detailed breakdown of how that night unfolded across multiple networks can be found 
in episode 137 of The Jay Doherty Podcast at jay-doherty.com/137. That has concluded our 
recap. 
 

CONSERVATIVE MEDIA, VOTER FRAUD CLAIMS, AND CHRIS KREBS 
 
Fast forwarding -- and returning back --  to the new developments -- and, by new, I mean 
happening since the last time a new episode of this podcast was published -- The President has 
berated Fox on Twitter not only in the Golden Goose tweet but also in another in which he 
gave praise to Sean Hannity, Fox’s 8PM CST host and Trump’s personal friend. Of course, he is 
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one of the stars of the network he blatantly criticized hours earlier but he has nonetheless aided 
in boosting Trump-supported and baseless voter fraud conspiracy theories which spawned 
immediately after election day and grew from Hannity’s conspiratorial tendencies onto other 
primetime hosts such as Martha MacCallum who had a faceless, voice-altered, and 
non-credible personality on her show the other day.  
 
The theories, mostly stemming from Trump and inserted into the echo chamber of Fox News 
were widely debunked by Trump’s own appointee, Chris Krebs who is the now former U.S. 
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency after his department released 
this statement in conjunction with five other acronym organizations.  
Trump, who has recently been acting as a participant in his own self-created echo chamber of 
voter fraud conspiracies for the first time to this scale in the history of America, soon fired Mr. 
Krebs after officially debunking all of these evidenceless voter fraud claims, announcing on 
Twitter…  
 
This is an interesting scenario because there simply was and still is no evidence of wide scale 
voter fraud… This has been known since days after the election. If Trump had won by the votes 
counted on election day, he would, under no circumstances, question the legitimacy of the 
elections… he would accept and move on or ask for a recount like he did in the early days of 
his 2017 presidency with the attempt to prove that he got more ballots than he actually did. 
Now, that is not to say that Presidents -- or really anyone -- don’t/doesn’t have the right to due 
process or the right to legally pursue verifying election claims… Trump has every right… but 
the annoyance I find in this situation is not the legality of the mess but rather two-fold on 
different subjects. 
 

THE TWO WORST THINGS ABOUT TRUMP’S VOTER FRAUD CLAIMS  
 
 First, Trump and his cronies promote entirely baseless conspiracy theories as if they are fact… 
and that is just wrong. Second, and worse for the country, Trump has made this entire situation 
about HIMSELF and not the Presidency… It is a circular logic situation. Trump wants to be 
President but he’s not doing the work of a President right now. The intentions of the very few 
good-hearted and well-meaning political public servants out there are to help people… if 
Trump really cared about maintaining the Presidency, he would be helping people through 
Coronavirus, be legislatively aggressive in passing a stimulus, preparing documents or working 
towards a successful transition, and just carrying on with the standard -- and very boring -- daily 
operations of government of which he cares nothing about and knows nothing about. Quite 
simply, he is a master marketer… but that is the extent of his knowledge; no politics and no 
government.  
 
This is unfortunately a very common thing on both sides of the aisle regardless of whether or 
not there are voter fraud accusations or not… house representatives are re-elected every two 
years, so they barely have an off-season for campaigning. It unfortunately comes down to who 
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is the best marketer and who has the most money in modern Democracies, and the fact that 
Trump has made this entire voter fraud nonsense about his ability to market and not the 
country’s ability to move forward is not at all good.  
 
I say all of that while maintaining that legally he has the right to pursue legal action if, for 
whatever reason, he believes that’s necessary. However, it becomes a problem when he is 
blocking the incoming administration’s efforts to work with his team to ensure a successful 
transition of power. The AP reports that… 
 
What I would advise Trump to do before getting fired for not boosting his ego based on lies is 
say that: “Look, so far as we know, Biden won the election. There may be voter fraud… there 
may not be… investigations are underway that will prove one way or the other. There is always 
one winner and one loser and as far as we know Biden has won… therefore you should let his 
team work with you to ensure the country’s transition is smooth and in the event (albeit unlikely 
event) that you were to be proven the winner of the election, then you kick them out and 
continue your administration. Letting Biden’s team work with Trump’s is a positive thing for the 
country and a sign of a mutually healthy democracy.  
 
It just so happens that Biden agrees… Here's a reporter asking him about the anxiety of the 
American people at the fact that Trump may not concede…  BIDEN 1. 
 
There are also a slew of Republican politicians urging the President to step down at the 
moment. The Washington Post had a video compilation of Republicans publicly calling for the 
President to concede while the AP reports that more are doing the same thing but behind 
closed doors instead.  
 

FACT CHECKING THE VOTER FRAUD CLAIMS 
 
Contrary to what the opinion hosts on Fox News may try to scream at you, there simply is no 
evidence of widespread voter fraud in any legal case or in any public manner as of now.  
 
Something funny: I came across a transcript of one of Trump’s many voter fraud cases in 
counties across the country; this one is from Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. Judge Richard 
Haaz was interacting with Trump lawyer Jonathan Goldstein in this exchange where he literally 
admitted there was no evidence of voter fraud…. I will read to you the transcript now… (Line 2, 
D2, P11).  
 
More seriously, or what I thought I should have been taking seriously, the President tweeted a 
graphic of Wisconsin’s voter data which showed a “dump” or spike in votes at 3:42 AM. Trump 
thought this may prove what he hypothesized about in the East Room in the early morning 
after the November 3 election… TRUMP 2… but, just as my heart skipped a beat thinking the 
President wasn’t misrepresenting the facts in the tweet I referenced earlier, and that there was 

The JD Media Network 
2020 

5 

https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-donald-trump-public-health-health-coronavirus-pandemic-5a51243c8fd5202c1dc0a855e97a5087
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/11/06/republicans-split-trump-election-fraud/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/11/06/republicans-split-trump-election-fraud/
https://apnews.com/article/gop-accept-trump-defeat-not-in-public-0bcee7a939cc28ab5b0c8f41b9abbb8d
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/11/Transcript.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/11/Transcript.pdf
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1329233502139715586
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1329233502139715586


The Jay Doherty Podcast Episode 138 
Show Notes 

potential for Biden to not win Wisconsin, I realized something: This graph shows when votes 
were formally registered from different counties and the spike represents when the votes from 
Milwaukee county, the most populous of the entire state, were registered… that’s all it is.  
 
And, to the point about the ballots being added “AFTER the election,” that is also not true 
because reporters literally live streamed those ballots being registered ON the day of the 
election, so, once again, we receive another false or misleading tweet from our genius 
President. The facts (chart statistics) are correct but his interpretation of them is not.  
 
Reporter Hannah Hilyard of ABC affiliate and Hearst Communications ABC 12 WISN 
corroborated the process went as planned on election night… She said this at that 3:42 AM 
timestamp the President and voter officials continue to make reference to… WISN 1. 
 
And the verification process to make them official has indeed begun and now concluded… but 
it concluded with President Trump’s contesting of the election results when the “Trump 
campaign sent $3 million to the Wisconsin Elections Commission on Wednesday for a recount 
in the state's two largest, most Democratic counties, Milwaukee County and Dane County, 
following a 20,000-vote victory in the state for President-elect Joe Biden,” according to ABC 
News’ Cheyenne Haslett in this article.  
 
The breaking news yesterday was that a manual vote recount confirmed that Joe Biden did 
indeed win the state of Georgia very narrowly over Trump this year. This was the first time in 28 
years that a Democrat has won Georgia… you may remember Biden being sort of surprised at 
the statewide gains being reported in Georgia on election night… BIDEN 2. 
 
Stacey Abrams was a crucial campaign figure for the Biden campaign in Georgia; she served in 
the Georgia House of representatives for about a decade and ran for governor in the state… 
you may remember her name from when she gave the formal response to the President’s State 
of The Union address in February of 2019. I think it is always good to shine light on individuals 
in a state-by-state level that aggressively campaigned for a candidate and arguably did lots for 
their turnout but don’t get much credit on the national news. People like Abrams and hundreds 
of others across 49 states often get forgotten both by the candidate they were campaigning for 
and by the national electorate afterwards, so I figured I’d shine some light on Ms. Abrams, who 
has been receiving lots of credit for turning the state blue.  
 
The BBC’s Chelsea Bailey wrote about Abrams’ role in the campaign, particularly in relation to 
Kamala Harris’ introduction to Biden and victory speech in the days following the election when 
Harris mentioned the importance of minority women in securing Biden’s victory. Abrams is 
among those minority women who Senator Harris spoke about in this part of her speech where 
she is talking about how her own mother would view her daughter’s nomination… HARRIS 1 
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While the victory for Biden in Georgia overall was slim, the stats on a county by county level 
show that densely populated districts --  Fulton County, Gwinnett County, DeKalb County, and 
others -- were overwhelming victories for Biden largely because Democrat voter turnout was 
presumably high and because states are a-changin’ midway through the election (Wisconsin, 
Michigan)! 
 
-- 
 
Most recently, Mike Pence gave an update about the shortly forgotten Coronavirus and when 
he refused to take questions or allude to his boss’ voter fraud claims, the press went crazy… 
PENCE 1 
 
 
 BREAK 
 
In this break, you will hear various jingle commercials from different sectors of the world. These 
jingles are licensed through Pro-Pak and are from various companies of various industries of the 
past, made by various jingle companies that interacted with various industries in the past. We 
will do this segment for a minute or two (literally) for a couple of episodes to see if it is 
well-received… and if it’s not, I’ll stop… but I thought you may be interested to hear these and 
it is a nice way to pay tribute to my passion for jingles beyond just the ones you hear on this 
podcast. Obviously, none of these are actual advertisements or actual sponsors, and the 
disclaimer of the powerful voice of Mike with the flame throwing music and vocals of JAM will 
tell you that, right now… BREAK  
 
Today’s jingle commercials (57 secs): 

1. Alka Seltzer - Medicine (0:19) 
2. Fannie May - Candy (0:23) 
3. Cadillac - Cars (0:15) 

 
 
 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATES 
 

● Coronavirus Numbers 
 
Other than the numbers spiking in different states around the country -- and different places 
around the world -- the two big stories this week are the recent urges from the CDC to stay 
home during Thanksgiving and progress being made on one of the two two vaccines; the 
science behind each of those is very very interesting.  
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THE CDC’S THANKSGIVING WARNING 
 

● AP (up until part about vaccines) 
● There is a reason I am talking about Thanksgiving before the vaccine and that is 

because the vaccine is a solution -- and should be considered as such -- to a problem 
that should have been contained months and months before it got out of control. 
People can still do their part to cease the spread of this virus. The attitude, in my 
opinion, should not be… ok “who cares?”... there’s a vaccine and now go socialize in 
large groups because we should have a vaccine by the end of the year. Cases are 
spiking in hotspots around the country more than they ever have in the past couple of 
months in most cases, and the reason is people are getting too comfortable with the 
low numbers… and what happens then? They spike.  

● Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert, made an appearance on 
Chuck Todd’s show saying this whole mess is not over yet and it won’t be over until 
there is a good, proven, and publicly distributed vaccine ready for the public. Until 
then, he says, we can curve the spread by simply socially distancing and wearing a 
mask… it is not that hard and he concludes with his brief explanation of how you should 
consider the risk/benefit tradeoff when making your Thanksgiving plans. FAUCI 1. 

 
 

COVID-19 VACCINE DEVELOPMENT 
 

● The vaccine, at the moment, is being treated as sort of the end-all, be-all solution to the 
Coronavirus problem, and it essentially is just that. However, the development, 
distribution, and process to get to the end point of this virus is the subject of the 
controversy we’ve been talking about. 

● If you listened to Episode 134 of TJDP, you may remember we talked about vaccine 
manufacturers and what companies have a role in this vaccine; Pfizer, Moderna, 
AstraZeneca, and Johnson & Johnson were the players in the vaccine development 
game back then. The playing field has since narrowed. Pfizer and Moderna are the 
primary contenders these days. In a November 18 press release, Pfizer says their 
vaccine is (all italicized texts are direct quotes from the press release.) 

 
PFIZER VACCINE PRESS RELEASE  
 

○ 95% effective against COVID-19 beginning 28 days after the first dose;170 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 were evaluated, with 162 observed in the placebo 
group versus 8 in the vaccine group (link not attached in press release). 

○ Efficacy was consistent across age, gender, race and ethnicity demographics; 
observed efficacy in adults over 65 years of age was over 94% 
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○ Safety data milestone required by U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for 
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) has been achieved 

○ Data demonstrate vaccine was well tolerated across all populations with over 
43,000 participants enrolled; no serious safety concerns observed; the only 
Grade 3 adverse event greater than 2% in frequency was fatigue at 3.8% and 
headache at 2.0% 

○ Companies plan to submit within days to the FDA for EUA and share data with 
other regulatory agencies around the globe 

○ The companies expect to produce globally up to 50 million vaccine doses in 
2020 and up to 1.3 billion doses by the end of 2021 

○ Pfizer is confident in its vast experience, expertise and existing cold-chain 
infrastructure to distribute the vaccine around the world 

 
● Moderna’s vaccine held similar statistics but they are different in certain ways (BBC 

Chart). 
○ Different temperatures explained… M&M comparison 

● The biggest question (and the biggest concern I have) when looking at all of this data is: 
It is safe? How do we know there won’t be side effects that show up years later if this 
thing was moved along so quickly? The data looks promising, but data, as we’ve 
learned in this election’s polls, is often incorrect. What is the answer? Dr. Fauci has 
one… FAUCI 2 

○ That last little line was obviously said to diffuse the noise of any conspiracy 
theorists… not that they would take Fauci seriously (which is unfortunate for 
them) but he was wise to include that and point out that the numbers were 
verified independently. 

○ WAPO timeline 
 

● How would you feel about taking a vaccine? The American public is not so sure as of 
recent, according to a survey taken by the Pew Research Center. You can share your 
thoughts on text or call at 312-625-8492. 

 
● The FDA has not approved a vaccine for public use and there is no indication from any 

public health officials that a vaccine has been authorized or is ready for the public. 
Latest news on COVID-19 and all of the topics we discussed today can be found at 
jay-doherty.com or at thedohertyfilescom 

 
 

WEAR A MASK AND BE SAFE! 
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Audio Clips from CBS News, ABC News, NBC News, The White House,  MSNBC, C-SPAN, Fox News, The Washington Post, and 
other trusted sources of The JD Media Network. Music from MusicByAden. Complete credit and link to hear the full song can be 

found at jay-doherty.com/138 

 
The phone number for this podcast is 312-625-8492. You can receive emails and 

newsletter updates at jay-doherty.com/newsletter. Read and listen to show notes and episode 
highlights at jay-doherty dot com. Clips and highlights at The Doherty Files dot com. This has 

been a JD Media Network Production. Thank you so much for listening.  
 

Using, copying, or redistributing these show notes in any public or private medium is a 
violation of copyright and theft of intellectual property.  
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